**MEDIA RELEASE: CELEBRATING LEADERSHIP IN THE DIGITAL BUILT ENVIRONMENT**

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUSTRALIA'S LEADERS IN DIGITAL BUILT ENVIRONMENT TO BE CELEBRATED AT 2025 AWARDS

October 2, 2024 – TEMPO Institute is proud to announce the launch of the 2025 Digital Built Australia (DBA) Awards, Australia’s first dedicated awards scheme that will recognise and reward outstanding leadership and innovation in the digital transformation of Australia’s built environment. 
Set to take place on April 30, 2025, the awards will celebrate the leaders and cutting-edge projects that are shaping the future of cities, infrastructure, and precincts across the nation.
The DBA Awards aim to highlight excellence in the adoption of digitally enabled and data-driven practices that are transforming urban design, construction, asset management, and service delivery. 
From government policy makers to private sector innovators, these awards will showcase best practices and inspire further advancements in the digital capability of Australia’s built environment custodians.
"The digital transformation of the built environment is critical to Australia's sustainable future," says Gavin Cotterill, Co-Founder of TEMPO Institute. "These awards are about recognising the pioneers who are driving change and encouraging a data-led approach to enhance the efficiency, sustainability, and livability of our cities."
For 2025 the awards include five key categories:
· Policy: Recognising government initiatives that strategically guide digital transformation through supportive policies and regulations.
· Program: Honouring comprehensive government-led programs designed to embed digital practices in planning, construction, and infrastructure management.
· Project: Celebrating public and private sector projects that showcase the power of digital solutions to deliver sustainable outcomes for communities.
· Product: Acknowledging innovative software or digital products that support the transformation of built environment practices.
· People: Highlighting individual leadership and contribution in advancing digital built solutions, with special recognition for government leaders, private sector champions, and emerging future leaders.
TEMPO Institute Co-Founder Adam Beck was excited to share the appointment of Dr Ian Opperman of ServiceGen into the role of jury Chair. “We are delighted that Ian and our esteemed jury panel are as committed as we are at TEMPO to showcasing Australia’s digital built leadership, and will help ensure that the awards evaluation process will remain independent, transparent and rigorous.”
The five-person jury panel for the 2025 awards includes:
· Grace de Leon: City Initiatives Lead - Smart Christchurch, Christchurch City Council, NZ
· Michael Comninos: Director, Astrolabe Group
· Michelle Ties: Managing Partner, GWI
· Lucinda Hartley: Co-Founder and Chief Growth Officer, Mondus
· Prof Chris Pettit: Director - City Futures Research Centre, University of New South Wales
Finalists will be announced in February 2025, with winners revealed during the virtual awards ceremony in April 2025, as part of DIGITAL BUILT WEEK, an annual summit that brings together industry experts and thought leaders.
Submissions are now open and will close on January 31, 2025. TEMPO Institute encourages all eligible individuals and organisations across the government and private sectors to participate and share their achievements in the digital transformation of the built environment.
For more information about the awards, please visit: https://www.tempoinstitute.co/awards or contact info@tempoinstitute.co.

About TEMPO Institute
TEMPO Institute is Australia’s leading digital built environment education platform, dedicated to helping government and industry accelerate their sustainability journey through the use of technology and data. TEMPO provides a range of educational programs, networking opportunities, and industry insights to support the digital future of Australia’s cities.
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